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Along the Rainbow Land Acknowledgement by Quazar

Photo by Ohlone Coastanoan Esselen Tribal Chairwoman Louise J. Miranda Ramirez

Along the Rainbow acknowledges that our local LGBTQ+ communities live
and thrive on the traditional, ancestral territories and homelands of the
Esselen, Rumsen, Costanoan and Ohlone people. As an oppressed
community ourselves, we must acknowledge that we reside on land stolen
from indigenous people through physical and cultural violence. That
cultural violence included the transmission of colonial Christian
homophobia and transphobia to indigenous communities through boarding
schools and missions with the express purpose of suppressing Two-Spirit
people who went from being regarded as respected members of their own
indigenous communities to being regarded as deviants by European,
Mexican and American settlers. 

To support and learn more about the surviving indigenous communities of

http://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=b693afc5-c257-48b9-b304-3d93ac44ffd9


Monterey, we encourage you to visit any of their websites:

www.esselentribe.org

www.ohlonecostanoanesselennation.org

www.costanoanrumsen.org

Upcoming LOCAL Pride
Celebrations

Monterey Peninsula Pride Parade &
Celebration Information:

Date: Saturday June 29, 2024
Time: 11 am (parade); 12-3pm
(celebration)
Place: Downtown Monterey
Parade: Hartnell & Polk Street
Celebration: Custom House Plaza
Theme: Be Queer Here
Contact: Beth at bethwalker@peninsulapride.org
Website: https://www.peninsulapride.org/

Pararo Valley Pride Info:

Date: Sunday Aug 18, 2024
Time: 11 to 4 pm
Place: 340 East Beach Street, Watsonville
Contact: Info@pajarovalleypride.org
Website: https://pajarovalleypride.org/

Salinas Valley Pride Celebrations Info:

Date: Saturday Oct 12, 2024
Time: 11 to 3 pm
Place: Central Park, Salinas:
RSVP: SVPC Facebook page;
https://www.facebook.com/events/328793883176744
Website: https://www.salinasvalleypride.com/

https://www.esselentribe.org/
https://www.ohlonecostanoanesselennation.org/
https://www.costanoanrumsen.org/
https://www.peninsulapride.org/
https://pajarovalleypride.org/
https://www.facebook.com/events/328793883176744
https://www.salinasvalleypride.com/


EVENTS:
Rainbow Pride Panel

Active (clickable) links for flier below:

On Zoom at https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89267392538
Or to attend in-person, pre-registration required at: https://rb.gy/3zdbrt

Partner Donation Links:
https://tinyurl.com/MontereyPride

https://tinyurl.com/VillageProjectINC
https://tinyurl.com/RainbowRaftPrideCenter

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89267392538
https://rb.gy/3zdbrt
https://tinyurl.com/MontereyPride
https://tinyurl.com/VillageProjectINC
https://tinyurl.com/RainbowRaftPrideCenter


TATTOOS AND PRIDE FLASH FUNDRAISER
Saturday, June 22, 2024

12:00 PM 8:00 PM
Wholehearted Tattoo

140 West Franklin Street #205
Monterey, CA, 93940



MONTEREY PENINSULA PRIDE 2024 - PARADE & CELEBRATION
Saturday, June 29, 2024

11:00 AM 3:00 PM
Custom House Plaza

20 Custom House Plaza
Monterey, CA, 93940

Join Monterey Peninsula’s LGBTQIA+ and ally community for a family-
friendly day of camaraderie, joy, and pride on Saturday, June 29, 2024, as we
march and dance down Alvarado Street and celebrate at the Monterey State
Historic Park’s Custom House Plaza!

The theme for 2024 is "Be Queer Here." This theme serves two essential
aspects of our organization and community.

First, it reflects our firm commitment to supporting LGBTQIA+ individuals and
communities, promoting acceptance, and ensuring that queer identities are
respected and celebrated without erasure.

https://www.peninsulapride.org/2024


Second, it is a nod to the reality that while San Francisco and the broader Bay
Area are often associated with queerness and celebration, this spirit can also
thrive right here in Monterey! Our community has always existed, and we want
everyone who visits Monterey, or calls this place home, to understand that they
can embrace their authentic selves.



In The
Spotlight!

About
Father



Jon
Perez
Community

Activist to be
celebrated at

Rainbow
Panel Event

Sat June 22;
11 to 1 pm
The Village
Project, Inc

1069 Broadway Ave, Suite 201, Seaside

Click Here to Register for Free In-Person Tickets

To the degree that I became a “activist” it was simply to have the right to
hold my partner when he was dying.

Jon Perez grew up in a religious culture as opposed to a religious family. In
fact, as a child he experienced religion as a refuge from an abusive
dysfunctional family. He came to the recognition that he was gay after high
school when he found himself in a relationship with a man – a relationship
that he eventually recognized as a gay relationship. 

Following a horrific car accident in 1986, Jon Perez moved back to the
Monterey Peninsula from San Diego in order to be closer to his
family. Jon’s partner at the time, Michael Williams, was HIV + and Jon soon
began volunteering at the Monterey County AIDS Project. In 1992, Jon
participated with 10,000 protesters in Washington DC in a successful
attempt to prevent cuts to AIDS funding. It was also one of the last times
the AIDS quilt was displayed in full. 

Like many gay couples during the height of the AIDS epidemic, Jon found
that because there was no legal recognition of his partnership with Michael,
he had no rights that he could exert when Michael was dying in hospice in
1990. An incident with a homophobic nurse who freaked out about Jon
comforting his partner in his sick bed led to a law suit in which Jon won a
settlement that allowed him to occupy an apartment at the hospice to
support his partner after visiting hours. Jon took over Michael’s position on
the National Gay and Lesbian Board of the ACLU after he passed on in
1991. 

Jon was working as a support manager for Jen Air Kitchen Appliances
when Michael died. The cultural climate of time was such that he could not

https://rb.gy/3zdbrt


tell anyone what he was going through at the time. Jon’s subsequent
corporate jobs included stints at Raytheon and General Electric. 

Jon had an epiphany a few years later when he was helping at the altar at
an Episcopal Church in Washington, he realized this this is what he is
meant to be doing and he entered seminary in Seattle where he was on
track to become a regional priest. Don, Jon’s partner at the time was also
dying of AIDS and became so angry in his final days that he cancelled his
insurance, leaving Jon with $250,000 in dept when he passed in 1995. 

In Feb 1996, Jon officially became a social worker for MCAP where he
managed the AIDS Drug Assistance Program. Also, in 1996, although not
yet ordained, Jon was made the Vicar of Epiphany Episcopal Lutheran
Church in Marina. He was clear at the time, that he might not precede to
priesthood because he was gay as he recognized that some bishops were
simply not going to ordain a gay person. 

Nevertheless, Epiphany thrived under Jon’s leadership. His congregation is
the largest social service NGO facilitator serving Marina. Epiphany
programs include the Thomas Carmen Food Pantry and Senior Breakfast
Program.  Over the years, Epiphany has hosted AA meetings, supported
court mandated anger management classes, and stored tents and sleeping
bags in their Emergency Closet for the homeless in collaboration with
Marina police and the Interfaith Homeless Emergency Lodging Program (I-
HELP). 

After years of internal struggle, the Episcopal began officially ordaining gay
priests in 2005, Father Jon Perez. 

In conjunction with his service at Epiphany, Father Jon also serves as the
senior chaplain for CSUMB and also served on the Lutheran Episcopal
Coordination Committee and as an advisor to the Department of Defense
Military Chaplains on LGBTQ+ Pastoral Care for which he was recognized
by the Obama White House.

Father Jon is especially proud of Epiphany’s cultural and political
diversity. About 15 to 20% of the congregation is queer and indeed,
Epiphany became a spot for the queer community to gather. From 1998 to
the mid-2000’s Epiphany hosted World AIDS Day commemorations with
MCAP and John XXIII Ministries. Notably, vigils were held at Epiphany for
both the 2016 Pulse Street Massacre in Orlando and 2022 Club Q shooting
in Colorado Springs. Monthly meetings of Rainbow Speakers and Friends
have been hosted by Epiphany for years. Father Jon has also, served as a
board member of the Lesbian & Gay Rights Northern California Chapter of
the ACLU, and as club advisor for the Pride Club at CSUMB.  He is a proud
recipient of the 2009 Ralph Atkinson Civil Liberties Award from the
Monterey County ACLU for his work supporting marriage equality and civil
rights for all during the campaign against Proposition 8. 



Father Jon is currently celebrating 22 years with his husband Robert
Munoz. He navigates the world with the help of his guide dog
Arlington. Father Jon, Robert and Arlington will soon be retiring to Spain.  

About
Tyller

Williamson,
Mayor of
Monterey

Sat June 22; 11 to 1 pm
The Village Project, Inc 1069 Broadway Ave, Suite 201, Seaside

Click Here to Register for Free In-Person Tickets

Tyller Williamson grew up in a military family. His mom served in the Navy
for 20 years. After graduating high school, the Navy Academy Preparatory
School in Newport, Rhode Island. When Tyller found himself struggling
academically, he expected remediation and instead was summarily
discharged. He now thinks his discharge was due in part to being clocked
as a closeted member of the LGBTQ+ community who just wanted to
“dance and sing”. Years later, Tyller said reflected, “it was a very macho
environment, very masculine. I’m about love and compassion and getting
along.” 

After attending Junior College in San Diego, Tyller traveled with his family
to Monterey where he attended Cal State Monterey Bay earning his
Bachelors degree in Pre-Law Human Communications in 2013. Five years
earlier, Tyller had volunteered for the 2008 Obama Presidential
Campaign. In fact, Tyller took a year of absence from his studies at
CSUMB in 2012 in order to help secure Obama’s second term in
office. Campaign staff were so impressed with Tyller’s organizing skills that
he was pressed to run the campaign out of the San Francisco
headquarters as Deputy Regional Field Director. It was also during this
time, that he came out fully as a gay man. 

While Tyller was earning his degree at CSUMB, he also began working at
the travel office of the Naval Post Graduate School. In over a dozen years
with NPS he worked in various positions including as executive assistant to

https://rb.gy/3zdbrt


the chief information officer. After CSUMB, he enrolled in the Naval Post
Graduate school himself and now has a Masters in Business
Administration. 

Much local Democratic Party activism surged on the Monterey Peninsula
following the election of the 45th President of the United States, and Tyller
was involved in the Democratic Central Committee for Monterey County
and Indivisible Monterey Bay. Tyller was soon approached by then Seaside
City Council Woman Kayla Jones to organize a gay pride march in 2017 in
the City of Seaside. Tyller quickly recruited an organizing team and was the
undisputed driving force in developing Monterey Peninsula Pride.
In 2018, Tyller successfully ran for a seat on Monterey City’s Council. Even
more impressively, despite being vastly outspent by his incumbent rivals,
Tyller was elected as Mayor of the City of Monterey in 2022 there by
becoming simultaneously the first Black Mayor, the first Gay Mayor and the
youngest Mayor in the history of Monterey. 

As if running a city is not enough, in 2022, Tyller also joined the boards of
the Community Foundation of Monterey County and the non-profit known
as BLAAC (Black Leaders and Allies Collaborative). Tyller lives on Franklin
Street in Monterey in a home he bought with his partner, Ivan.  

A MESSAGE
FROM SANTA
CRUZ PRIDE:

Thanks for all you did
to make our Pride
2024 events so
awesome. Please
take a minute to
provide your
feedback:

https://forms.gle/KnTHxviqCyf2Ujz58

VOLUNTEER
FOR PARAJO
PRIDE!

WE’RE LOOKING

https://forms.gle/KnTHxviqCyf2Ujz58?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR02BFvd0plo6t4TUmn5FykGYvywz15ZrKBld5cxGnVTXa4G-D29wMt3EWM_aem_SvqjmisW9-Jvk_BCYLaO3Q


FOR
VOLUNTEERS!!!!!

We need your help to
make Pride
happen!!!!

We’re seeking
volunteers for Pajaro
Valley Pride taking
place August 18th in
Watsonville.

If you’re interested,
visit our website.

http://pajarovalleypride.org/volunteer2024
#pride #volunteer #pajarovalleypride #watsonville

MARCH
AND
TABLE AT
PAJARO
PRIDE!

Would you like
to March or be
a vendor at
Pajaro Valley
Pride?

http://pajarovalleypride.org/volunteer2024?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1QTBtbaOlPEbuOZ9jkZpY_6ebyR7qV9H48O8gCzyHZebLjseK8ezOW1xk_aem_hBFS4-I3X8zh6mgHRoTNRQ
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/pride?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUkKdNdTsGhPgcjxXpDPsKWwMOeP4l4dxRlIzRNTfDORnm-GDmZEz58QnxNOgjbXeJOQCgNoUwvGRdA8WGpYsMsQRY6mCxjLD-ar4ZdevcTNCXyHbDaG_OgCrZRH8PfU2GBWzuIi7cNqi0Dq4CKRwFp0oKjgzBUdsze6uESivbZ99z1rFzbomz2Bhv8ov5dT43l4-lH2N_3l7Qdzk2Tc2JB&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/volunteer?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUkKdNdTsGhPgcjxXpDPsKWwMOeP4l4dxRlIzRNTfDORnm-GDmZEz58QnxNOgjbXeJOQCgNoUwvGRdA8WGpYsMsQRY6mCxjLD-ar4ZdevcTNCXyHbDaG_OgCrZRH8PfU2GBWzuIi7cNqi0Dq4CKRwFp0oKjgzBUdsze6uESivbZ99z1rFzbomz2Bhv8ov5dT43l4-lH2N_3l7Qdzk2Tc2JB&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/pajarovalleypride?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUkKdNdTsGhPgcjxXpDPsKWwMOeP4l4dxRlIzRNTfDORnm-GDmZEz58QnxNOgjbXeJOQCgNoUwvGRdA8WGpYsMsQRY6mCxjLD-ar4ZdevcTNCXyHbDaG_OgCrZRH8PfU2GBWzuIi7cNqi0Dq4CKRwFp0oKjgzBUdsze6uESivbZ99z1rFzbomz2Bhv8ov5dT43l4-lH2N_3l7Qdzk2Tc2JB&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/watsonville?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUkKdNdTsGhPgcjxXpDPsKWwMOeP4l4dxRlIzRNTfDORnm-GDmZEz58QnxNOgjbXeJOQCgNoUwvGRdA8WGpYsMsQRY6mCxjLD-ar4ZdevcTNCXyHbDaG_OgCrZRH8PfU2GBWzuIi7cNqi0Dq4CKRwFp0oKjgzBUdsze6uESivbZ99z1rFzbomz2Bhv8ov5dT43l4-lH2N_3l7Qdzk2Tc2JB&__tn__=*NK-R


APPLICATIONS ARE NOW OPEN

More Events









Sapphic Factory
a modern queer joy dance
party �
come dance and be free to the
music of muna, chappell roan,
fletcher, phoebe bridgers,
boygenius, kim petras, marina,
elio, ashnikko, girl in red,
tegan and sara, and more. �
collaborating with plus1 to
donate a portion of proceeds
from each ticket sold to local
lgbtqia+ charities

Tickets Here ($16-$25) 18+

https://santacruzpride.org/new-events-1/2024/6/29/sapphic-factory
https://catalystclub.com/event/live-in-the-atrium-sapphic-factory-queer-joy-party-18/the-catalyst-atrium/santa-cruz-california/


SVPC is kicking things off
a little early by officially
announcing the theme
for SVPC's 2024 Pride
Celebration .... Spurs &
Sparkles! �
Where: Central Park,
Salinas, California
When: Saturday, October
12th, 11am-3pm
Get ready to kick up your
boots and shine bright!
Let's come together to
honor our roots,
embrace our differences,
and celebrate love in all
its

forms. #SpursAndSparkles #SVPC #MontereyBay #Salinas #SalinasValle
yPride

RSVP to our Facebook Event: https://ow.ly/9tYZ50RGc9P
Details on Tabling, Volunteering, and more at:
https://ow.ly/IRAe50RGccE

RE-OCCURRING
EVENTS

https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/spursandsparkles/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/svpc/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/montereybay/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/salinas/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/salinasvalleypride/
https://ow.ly/9tYZ50RGc9P
https://ow.ly/IRAe50RGccE












Monthly (2nd Thursdays)

LGBTQ+ GAME NIGHT
Monterey LGBTQ+
Network

7 - 9 PM

Springhill Suites Marina,
the Dunes on Monterey
Bay / 215 10th Street,
Marina

Free Event by "Cole"

Join us for our monthly social
game night (2nd Thursday of each
month). We will be playing Cards



Against Humanity or something
similar so people can pick it up
easily and jump in and out as
needed. There is a bar that serves
sodas and alcohol (whatever your
pleasure), and they have some
appetizers as well. Feel free to
bring a friend or partner along,
allies are very welcome . **Adults
only**
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